
Possible Identifying Traits of Gifted Students
with LDs

TWICE EXCEPTIONAL
GIFTED STUDENTS WITH

LDS
Gifted individuals with specific learning disabilities are the
most misjudged, misunderstood, and neglected segment of
the student population... (Whitmore & Maker, 1985, p. 204)

Gifted
Students

Students
with LDs

Have significantly
advanced abilities in
one or more areas of

learning

Have difficulties in
processing

information that can
interfere with one or

more areas of learning

Exhibit great talent
or strength in
certain areas

and significant
  deficits in others

Gi f t edness
mask s lear n ing /
at t en t ion  issues

Lear n ing /
at t en t ion

issues mask
g i f t edness

St uden t s w hose
lear n ing /

at t en t ion  issues
and g i f t edness

mask  each  ot her
may be labeled

as
“ underachievers”

or “ lazy”

strengths and
weaknesses

seem to “ cancel
each other out.”

if in a special
ed. placement, may

be bored and act
out as they aren't
being challenged

Why do gifted students with LDs often go
unidentified?

Gifted students with LDs may
be misdiagnosed with:

ADD/ADHD
Obsessive Compulsive
Disorder
Asperger's Syndrome

If misdiagnosed or not identified, gifted
students with LDs may experience:

Depression
Anxiety
Disengagement
Aggression
Damaged self-esteem

Understand the student's
learning style, strengths,

and weaknesses

Use assistive technology

Tips for
Educators

Focus on
strengths/talents

Provide support
and strategies to
manage emotions

Teach
organizational
skills through
modelling and
practice

Pair students 
with complementary
strengths

Teach compensatory
strategies

Use explicit 
Instruction 

Don't forget! Gifted and
LD are labels that don't

reflect a student's ability
or potential

Created by:

Strong analytic/
comprehension skills

High verbal expressive ability

Good conceptual
understanding

Extensive
vocabularies

Sophisticated
sense of humour

Extraordinary interest
or talent in a
particular area

Academic
underachievement

Poor peer
relationships

Often inattentive
or off task

Generalize feelings of
academic failure to overall

inadequacy

Often learn
compensatory strategies on
their own

Frustration, lack of
motivation

Dislike for
school or school

failure

Poor organizational skills


