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Transcription of video:  

Three high school students share their experiences using technology to 

support their learning. 

[Text on screen: In this video, the LD@school team asked three high school students to share 

their experiences using technology to support their learning. What tech tools do you use and 

how do they help you at school?] 

 

[Emily: Google Read and Write. Like I -- just to read the books to me so I understand them. And 

I get them done way faster.] 

 

[Keara: I, as well, use Google Read and Write, especially for essays and papers. I always now use 

the dictation. I just talk it all through. Then it makes a lot more sense than it would if I would 

just write it out.] 
 

[Joey: My school's provided me with a Chromebook that I use consistently to write and to 

create presentations for my classes. Basically every document my teacher gives me, I will pretty 

much either rewrite or get a copy of it online. I will fill it out on Google Drive to try and get the 

best possible version that I can.] 

 

[Text on screen: How often do you use your technology?] 

 

[Joey: So I would say that I use my technology every chance I get. Like, when I get an 

assignment from one of my teachers, my initial thought is, can I get it online, and can I type this 

whole thing out rather than sit here and try and write it out with my terrible handwriting? It's 

been really beneficial to me. It's helped me out quite a bit.] 

 

[Text on screen: Can you describe a specific situation where your technology helped you in 

class?] 
 

[Keara: Recently, in English, we've been given to read "Kill a Mockingbird." My teacher 

suggested using the audiobooks, because I would have a hard time reading the book without it. 

I usually wouldn't be able to finish the book on time, and I wouldn't understand what was going 

on. Last year in English, my marks were not really the greatest. Then this year, since I started 

using that, I got to finish the book and fully understand what was going on, because it read it to 

me. I enjoyed the book a lot more than I would have if I was just to read it without it.] 
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[Text on screen: How has technology helped you with your homework?] 

 

[Keara: As I said before, the dictation has been huge for me, because before I started using that, 

I'd spend hours and hours on homework on just one subject. Now I've been able to space it out. 

My time management has improved a lot.] 
 

[Joey: I have an iPod that I will put all of my upcoming assignments and everything, I'll put a 

reminder on there a few days in advance, and maybe a week in advance, depending on the size 

of the assignment. It has helped me organize my life, basically.] 

 

[Emily: Yeah, I was given an iPad in grade nine. And yeah, I take it home so I can read my book 

and get ahead in class, and stuff like that. Yeah, it just makes life a lot easier when you have 

your iPad, because and then you don't have to worry about, oh, I'm going to be three chapters 

behind now, because I can't read my book.] 

 

[Text on screen: What would school be like for you without your technology?] 

 

[Keara: I didn't really get the technology I needed for a while, so I know exactly what it's like not 

to have it. It was really difficult for me, because it felt like I couldn't be able to do the same 

things as everyone else was doing in the class. It kind of made me feel isolated from anyone 

else, because I wanted to do my very best and be successful.] 

 

[Text on screen: How have classrooms changed since you first started using technology?] 

 

[Joey: Back in grade six, I think, I would have to sometimes just sit in a corner with a laptop, and 

I wouldn't be able to really work like everyone else would. But now it's kind of seen as a little 

more normal, and it's accepted a little more now. It's good, actually.] 
 

[Emily: I was quite isolated from everyone else, until I got to high school, and then I could sit in 

a classroom, and I actually could read my book because I had my iPad. But now I'm quite happy 

that a lot of kids younger get all of this technology, so they're not isolated from their 

classrooms.] 
 

[Keara: I felt so almost ashamed of the things that I had to deal with. I was embarrassed, and I 

didn't want to be -- I was misunderstood. I didn't really want to be judged for that. But now 

when you walk into a classroom nowadays, everyone has the technology. And no one stands 

out.] 
 

[Text on screen: What are the benefits when everyone in a class has access to technology?] 
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[Emily: It makes all your kids in a classroom equal. So no one's getting centred out -- oh, this 

person needs an iPad, so they're not as smart as me. But really we are. We just can't interpret 

it, everything, like some people can.] 
 

[Joey: I think that it's great that all of the kids pretty much now are getting access to the iPads 

and the Chromebook. Because even kids that don't need it, I still would think it would be 

beneficial to them if they had the option to at least use it.] 
 

[Keara: I just think that it opens up different options for kids, like, not just kids with learning 

disabilities, but other kids that can just see the ways that they learn best. And then they can 

take advantage of that and use those tools so they can do their very best in what they want to 

do.] 

 

[Text on screen: What is your message to educators about students who need technology to 

support their learning?] 
 

[Keara: Technology is okay, and some kids need a little bit more extra help than others, and 

that's okay, because we're all going in the same direction, and we all want the same things. Just 

encourage technology, and that we all learn differently. And whatever you need to do your very 

best, you can have access to it.] 
 

[Emily: I think teachers should just encourage it, and not push it on kids, but if kids need it, 

definitely be more than happy to try to help them out with it. Because it'll make their lives a lot 

easier if they do have the technology.] 
 

[Joey: Teachers need to be really open to what kids need, what they need to do to succeed.] 
 

[Text on screen: Thank you Emily, Joey, and Keara for sharing your opinions and experiences!] 


