
 

Transcription of the video: 

Read-Alouds 
 

[SLIDE – READ ALOUD]  

[Image of a three-circle sequential arrow process with How it works? in the top circle, Why Read Aloud? 

in the middle circle, and Considerations in the bottom circle. Text on slide: During a read aloud, a 

teacher reads a poem, article or book to a class while modelling think aloud and reading comprehension 

strategies (Harvey & Goudvis, 2000).]  

[Terri Anne Jackson]: During your Read Aloud, a teacher either reads a poem, article or book to the 

class, while modelling think aloud and reading comprehension strategies. A Read Aloud should occur 

daily in your classroom, and involves the teacher selecting a book that is typically beyond what a student 

can read on their own, and reading it to them. The purpose of this is to promote a love of reading, 

stimulate the imagination, and help students develop an ear for the vocabulary and structures of 

language and print. By allowing the teacher to introduce new reading strategies and to model and 

demonstrate them by thinking aloud, students are given a floor almost to learn the best way, or one of 

the best ways to start thinking about and working with their text. [SLIDE] [Image of teacher doing a 

read-aloud to her students who are sitting on the floor. Text on slide: Read-Alouds The teacher:  reads 

to students;  offers full support;  generaly teaches the whole class;  promotes enjoyment of reading; 

 models reading strategies;  models “think-alounds”.] [Terri Anne Jackson]: So how do we do this in 

our classroom? A Read Aloud is typically how I start my reading block, either that or with a Shared 

Reading. And I often will choose one mentor text for the course of the week or for multiple days, and I'll 

revisit it, looking at different features of that text over multiple days. I do want to make a note here that 

Read Alouds can be cross-curricular, so your Read Aloud time can extend the content areas, as it gives 

you the opportunity to read more text, and-or to practice my literacy skills in other contexts. So, for 

example, if I have a great book about life cycles and it talks about the impact of, I don't know, of 

removing lily pads from a frog's pond, I could use that in my science program, grade four, and talk about 

the impact of deforestation and thinking about activating your schema in that way.  

 

[SLIDE – READ ALOUD: WHY?  

[Text on slide: • Encourages a love of reading by introducing a variety of authors and genres • Introduce 

children to the big ideas, messages, themes, and concepts found in literature • Builds listening 

comprehension, oral expression, and reading comprehension skills • Model reading fluency • Model 

think aloud strategies/ comprehension strategies • Model making good book choices • Introduce new 



 

vocabulary, ideas, genres, and text structure • Allow students to access text beyond their level • Allow 

students to make connections between topics and ideas (across content areas)]  

[Terri Anne Jackson]: So why do we do Read Alouds? I touched on this a bit, but I just wanted to say it 

kind of in greater detail. Read Alouds encourage a love of reading by introducing a variety of authors and 

genres. They introduce children to the big ideas, messages, themes and concepts found in literature, 

they build listening comprehension, oral expression and reading comprehension skills. You're able to 

model reading fluency. You're able to model think aloud and comprehension strategies. And this is a 

huge part of why Read Alouds are so valuable -- I often look at targeting one comprehension strategy at 

a time, and diving deep with it. We can also model making good book choices. We can introduce new 

vocabulary, ideas, genres and text structures. We can allow students to access text that is beyond their 

reading comprehension level. And we can also allow students to make connections between topics and 

ideas across curricular areas.  

 

[SLIDE – READ ALOUD: CONSIDERATIONS FOR STUDENTS WITH LDs]  

[Text on slide: • Preferred seating (away from distractions) • Ensure you pair auditory with visual • 

When you require responses, allow time for processing • Monitor how long you are speaking for… if 

student has working memory issues, don’t expect them to hold information and apply it; • Teach 

memory aids • Modulate voice to ensure you can be novel and maintain attention] 

[Terri Anne Jackson]: When you're planning for a Read Aloud, some consideration to look at for 

students with learning disabilities is, first and foremost, to ensure that you have preferential seating in 

your classroom. Oftentimes teachers pull students to carpet for a Read Aloud. Make sure that you have 

students in appropriate places; some students may be best left at their desks, some students may be 

best on a weekly seat. Some students may be best close to you or further away from you or other 

people in the group. So really consider that. Ensure you always pair your auditory with a visual. I 

remember someone saying to me in teacher's college that one of the most important techniques I 

would ever learn is how to hold a book and read it while the students can see it at the same time. When 

you require responses, always allow students time for processing. Ensure you monitor how long you are 

speaking for, particularly for students who have working memory challenges. Don't expect them to hold 

a ton of information at once and apply it. This is also a really great time to be teaching students memory 

aids, such as mnemonic devices. Ensure you modulate your voice to ensure you can be novel and 

maintain the attention of students. This is a great time to basically specifically teach cognitive flexibility; 

i.e., look at the perspectives of many different characters, and ensure you always take time to activate a 

student schema before you begin the Read Aloud. 


