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A Story too 

often too true

A student Biff Laroo

Struggles with reading & writing.

Lots of Meetings: Parent Teacher > IPRC

Plan of action is to get ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY

He gets 3 hours of segregated training

The novelty wears off/ Biff’s friends don’t 
use so he is resistant



Today’s Agenda

 Learning the Tool

 Habit Forming Time Line

 Voice to Text 

 Text to Voice

 Mind mapping

 Brightspace - the provincial VLE

 Questions??



Learn the Tool



Learn the Tool



Learn the Tool



Habit Forming Practice
External Training will never be adequate on its own

On average, it takes more than 2 months before a new 

behavior becomes automatic — 66 days to be exact. 

And how long it takes a new habit to form can vary 

widely depending on the behavior, the person, and the 

circumstances. *

*Lally, P., van Jaarsveld, C.H.M., Potts, H.W.W. and Wardle, J. (2010), 

How are habits formed: Modelling habit formation in the real world.

Eur. J. Soc. Psychol., 40: 998-1009. doi:10.1002/ejsp.674

https://doi.org/10.1002/ejsp.674


Key Take-Aways for Building Independence

Gradual Release of Responsibility Growth Mindset Prior Knowledge

“I’ll show you how”
“What do you 
already know?”

“It’s OK to make 
mistakes”



Use Areas of Interests



Voice To Text

 Speak in full sentences.

 Speak in a clear voice.

 Avoid touching the mic. 

 Practice Punctuation.

 Always listen back.

New Users:
Practice your sentence out loud prior to dictating.

Avoid telling about Hockey.



VOICE TYPING 
PROMPTS

LEARN THE TOOL 
BEFORE APPLYING 
TO YOUR SCHOOL 
WORK BASED ON 
PERSONAL AREAS 
OF INTERESTS



Text To Voice

Choose an appropriate voice.

Adjust speaking speed to 150 wpm.

 Set to continuous read.

New Users:
Practice with familiar text.



Mind mapping

 Start in the CENTRE of a blank page 

Use a PICTURE for your central idea

Use COLOURS throughout

CONNECT your MAIN BRANCHES

Use ONE KEY WORD PER LINE.

New Users:
Practice with familiar concepts.





6 types of mind maps



D2L’s Brightspace – Ontario’s LMS

VLE = D2L = Brightspace
LMS = Learning Management System

VLE = Virtual Learning Environment

D2L = Desire to Learn




