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Schedule August 17 August 18

8:45 – 9:00 Welcome & Housekeeping Welcome & Housekeeping

9:00 – 10:00 Opening Keynote Workshop 3

10:00 – 10:15 Break Break

10:15 – 11:15 Workshop 1 Workshop 4

11:15 – 11:30 Break Break

11:30 – 12:30 Workshop 2 Closing Keynote



Executive Function Support in a Socially Shared Context: 
Moving Toward Equity, Agency, and Mattering 

If this year has taught us anything, it is that education can quickly 
respond, change, and adapt. What if we applied this dexterity and spirit 
of innovation to remedying longstanding pedagogical problems that 
disproportionately impact learners with exceptionalities? It’s time to try 
something new!

This keynote presentation will explore the benefits of shifting towards 
socially shared executive function support. Our traditional, one-on-one 
learning support asks individual children, “What are you struggling with? 
How can you improve?” A socially shared approach prompts the whole 
class, “Hey team, let’s work together to share our challenges and our 
ideas and learn from one another!” This shift promises to move teachers 
towards deeper learning about students, more meaningful interaction 
among classmates, and an increase in student agency. This keynote will 
offer evidence supporting this teaching approach, discuss issues of 
feasibility, and describe how it aligns with key ministry objectives for 
equity, agency, adaptivity, and cultural responsiveness. 

Laurie Faith has over 17 years of teaching 
experience. She instructs the Special Education 
course for the OISE MA Child Study in Education 
program and champions a worldwide movement 
of social sharing in executive function support 
through her ActivatedLearning.org project. Her 
book about the project, co-written with Peg 
Dawson and Carol-Anne Bush, with a foreword 
by Adele Diamond, will be published through 
Guilford Press, later this year. 

Laurie Faith, 
OCT, M.Ed, Ph.D Candidate in 
Developmental Psychology and Education

Opening Keynote – August 17th



The Science of Reading in Ontario Classrooms 

Reading is the most studied aspect of human cognition. Over the past 50
years, an enormous body of evidence, involving thousands of international 
studies and millions of research dollars, has resulted in consensus on how 
proficient reading and writing develop, and why some students experience 
difficulty developing these skills. This body of evidence, known as “The 
Science of Reading” identifies Structured Literacy as the most effective 
approach for the assessment and teaching of reading and writing in our 
schools. 

This presentation will explore the implications of the Science of Reading and 
Structured Literacy for Ontario classrooms and curriculum. Current methods 
of assessment and instruction, such as running records and the debunked 
triple-cueing system, will be contrasted with evidence-based Structured 
Literacy practices and aligned resources. Structured Literacy is explicit and 
systematic; advantageous to all, harmful to none, and essential for those 
who struggle to learn to read and write. 

Stacey is a school board speech-language 
pathologist with a passion for structured literacy 
and the science of reading. She has been registered 
with the OCT since 1998, and the College of 
Audiologists and Speech-Language Pathologists of 
Ontario since 2001. When first working in Ontario 
schools, Stacey quickly realized that many of the 
students referred to her for speech-language 
concerns, also experienced difficulty in acquiring 
reading and writing skills. Much of Stacey’s work in 
schools involves the assessment of students with 
language-literacy disabilities and consultation with 
their families and educators. 

Stacey Rickman, 
Hons B.A, B.Ed, M.Cl.Sc.
CASLPO & OCT

Workshop One – August 17th



Martin Smit,
Educational Consultant,  LDAO 

Workshop Two - August 17th

Ontario’s recent shift to online education has forced 
educators to rethink much of their knowledge of lesson 
delivery and pedagogy. Aside from having to deal with new 
technology, a digital environment, and 
issues with connectivity, teachers also need to manage 
the unique needs of students with learning disabilities. We 
have learned so much about delivering digital lessons this 
year, and there are many new and interesting ideas and 
technologies available. This workshop will focus specifically 
on strategies for reaching students with Learning 
Disabilities, how to maintain engagement and address 
learning gaps.

Engaging Students with Learning Disabilities in 
Online Learning 

Martin Smit is the English Language Educational 
Consultant for LDAO. He has over 30 years 
experience as a classroom teacher, music teacher, 
administrator and system principal for the Hastings 
and Prince Edward and Greater Essex district school 
boards as well as the Provincial and Demonstration 
Schools branch. He was a member of the 
LD@school Advisory Committee for five years and 
served more recently on the LDAO Board of 
Directors. Martin is a strong advocate for all 
students and supports school-wide, data-driven 
strategies for addressing learning needs.



Stress during the pandemic has been affecting all of us, and an 
increasing number of children and youth are finding this stress 
overwhelming. Students with LDs generally experience even more 
stress and frustration, and are at a higher risk for mental health 
problems than their peers. Learning to manage stress, regulate 
emotions, and solve problems provides protection from becoming 
overwhelmed. 

This presentation will focus on easy to use, evidence-based, 
classroom friendly, Tier 1 social-emotional learning strategies that 
help children and youth understand and regulate their stress and 
emotions. Learning these skills has lifelong benefits for all 
students, by preparing them to recognize and manage stress in a 
proactive way. These strategies can be taught face to face or 
virtually, during periods of distance learning. As a positive side 
effect, by teaching skills of resilience to their students, educators 
practice these stress management strategies themselves, 
improving their own resilience. 

Dr. Kokai is a registered psychologist, 
who was the Chief Psychologist at 
the Toronto Catholic District School 
Board for 14 years and worked as a 
school psychologist for 20 years 
before that. Dr. Kokai was regularly 
involved in professional development 
for educators, as well as in the 
selection, implementation, and 
evaluation of various board wide 
intervention programs in the areas of 
LD, resilience, and mental health. 

Dr. Maria Kokai, 
Ph.D., Psychologist 

Anne has a Masters in Education, is a 
Registered Nurse and has a broad 
interest in families. She focuses on 
creating resilient schools & 
communities through coaching and 
facilitating ways to recognize, 
reduce, and manage stress. Since 
1999 she has been instrumental in 
the development of the Kids Have 
Stress Too! Program initiated by 
Strong Minds, Strong Kids, 
Psychology Canada and is the Lead 
Trainer. 

Anne Murray, 
M.Ed. A.T.C., B.N.Sc., R.N

Strategies for Building Resilience 
During COVID-19 and Beyond

Workshop Three – August 18th



Exploring Mathematical Learning Disabilities 

Around 5% of school-aged children present with persistent difficulties 
learning numerical and mathematical concepts and skills. Despite the well-
known consequences of poor numerical and mathematical skills, research 
into the symptoms and causes of mathematical learning difficulties lags 
behind progress in the scientific study of the typical and atypical 
development of reading and literacy skills. 

This presentation will explore what is known about mathematical learning 
difficulties (developmental dyscalculia) by drawing on research from 
Cognitive Psychology and Developmental Cognitive Neuroscience. Daniel 
will discuss what is known about the potential causes of mathematical 
learning difficulties, and how they relate to other learning challenges, such 
as Dyslexia, and Mathematics Anxiety. He will review what is known about 
evidence-based approaches to screening students who might be at risk, 
and will provide a detailed overview of recommendations on how to help 
children with mathematical learning difficulties compensate for and 
overcome their difficulties.

Daniel Ansari is a Professor and Canada Research Chair 
in Developmental Cognitive Neuroscience and Learning 
in the Department of Psychology and the Faculty of 
Education at Western University, where he heads the 
Numerical Cognition Laboratory. Ansari and his team 
explore the developmental trajectory underlying both 
the typical and atypical development of numerical and 
mathematical skills, using both behavioral and 
neuroimaging methods. Ansari has published over 100 
articles in peer-reviewed journals. 

Dr. Daniel Ansari  
Ph.D, Canada Research Chair in 
Developmental Cognitive Neuroscience
& Learning, Western University 

Workshop Four – August 18th



A Path to Pride and Success 

LeDerick Horne is a poet, advocate, and co-author of the book 
“Empowering Students with Hidden Disabilities: A Path to Pride and 
Success” – released by Brookes Publishing Co. Within this presentation, 
LeDerick Horne will share his own experience as a student with a learning 
disability who was able to graduate from college with a B.A. in 
mathematics. LeDerick is now one of the nation’s most sought after 
speakers dedicated to improving the outcomes of youth with disabilities. 
During this presentation, LeDerick will give advice to help educators assist 
all students in developing positive identities as people with learning 
disabilities.  Strategies for helping students reach their transition goals will 
be shared, as well as advice on helping students develop positive 
relationships in the school and the adult world. 

Labeled with a learning disability in the third grade, 
LeDerick defies any and all labels. He’s a dynamic spoken
word poet, and a tireless advocate for all people with 
disabilities. An inspiring motivational speaker, and a 
bridge-builder between learners and leaders across the 
U.S. and around the world. The grandson of one of New 
Jersey’s most prominent civil rights leaders, LeDerick
uses his gift for spoken-word poetry as the gateway to 
larger discussions on equal opportunity, pride, self-
determination, and hope for people with disabilities. You 
can learn more about him and his work at 
www.lederick.com. 

LeDerick Horne, 
Poet, Speaker & Advocate 

Closing Keynote – August 18th

Live eventexclusive!  

http://www.lederick.com/

