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Right to Read Report 

On October 3, 2019, the Ontario Human Rights Commission 
(OHRC) announced a public inquiry into human rights issues 
that affect students with reading disabilities in Ontario’s public 
education system. 

The Right to Read inquiry, which focused on early reading 
skills, found that Ontario’s public education system is failing 
students with reading disabilities (such as dyslexia) and many 
others, by not using evidence-based approaches to teach them 
to read.

 

https://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/right-to-read-inquiry-report#:~:text=The%20Right%20to%20Read%20inquiry%20report%20highlights%20how%20le
arning%20to,right%20to%20learn%20to%20read.

https://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/right-to-read-inquiry-report#:~:text=The%20Right%20to%20Read%20inquiry%20report%20highlights%20how%20learning%20to,right%20to%20learn%20to%20read
https://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/right-to-read-inquiry-report#:~:text=The%20Right%20to%20Read%20inquiry%20report%20highlights%20how%20learning%20to,right%20to%20learn%20to%20read


Release of the Report

● Released on Feb 28, 2022, the Right to 
Read applies to all students, not just 
those with learning disabilities  

● Over 500 pages with 157 
recommendations 

● Ontario is not fulfilling its obligations to 
meet students’ right to read 



What was the Ministry’s Response?

A $25 million investment in evidence-based reading 

intervention programs and professional assessments to 

support learning recovery and enable school boards to 

immediately begin meeting the needs of struggling readers



The Ministry’s Response

● Released a science-based guide for educators in 2022 to support 
effective early reading instruction 

● Revising the elementary language curriculum and the Grade 9 
English course 

● Collaborating with partners, including faculties of education, on 
professional development for educators to ensure they are 
learning science-based reading instruction methods  

● Developing of a French-language reading intervention program  
● Engaging with parents and sector partners on a longer-term 

response and developing accessible, parent-friendly resources on 
literacy skills



Response from Ontario's District School Boards

● Response across the province has varied
● Some boards are starting slowly and testing the waters
● Some boards have been prepping and have jumped in with 

both feet
● Today we are going to hear from two educators who have been 

part of system-wide planning and implementation for the Right 
to Read recommendations.

● We will be covering a number of predetermined questions and 
will have time for some participant questions at the end of the 
presentation.



What was the impetus for change in your DSB? 

The Right to Read inquiry, which focused on early reading 
skills, found that Ontario’s public education system is 
failing students with reading disabilities (such as dyslexia) 
and many others, by not using evidence-based approaches 
to teach them to read.



OHRC Right to Read Report- Feb 28, 2022

The report includes 157 recommendations to 
the Ministry of Education, school boards and 
faculties of education on how to address 
systemic issues that affect the right to learn 
to read. The report covers 6 main areas:

● Curriculum and (evidenced-based) 
Instruction

● Early Mandatory Screening
● Effective Accommodations
● Reading Interventions
● Professional Assessments
● Systemic Issues

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WG-vW4HCMkVleSvqzoIH-fhrXKRDOJJZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WG-vW4HCMkVleSvqzoIH-fhrXKRDOJJZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WG-vW4HCMkVleSvqzoIH-fhrXKRDOJJZ/view?usp=sharing


OVER 95% 
of people can learn to read well

https://www.pedagogynongrata.com/the-95-rule


How did you begin the change from 3 cueing to 

evidence-based instruction? 

Recommendation #30 (Summary): The Ministry should work with 
experts to revise instruction guides, resources and materials to: 

a. Remove all references to cueing, cueing systems and guessing 
strategies for word reading

b. Remove all references to balanced literacy and associated 
concepts such as teaching word reading with the use of cueing 
systems…





OHRC Right to Read Report Ministry of Education Response

Revising the 
elementary 
language 

Curriculum, 
Grades 1-8 

by 2023

March 2022 April 2022February 2022

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WG-vW4HCMkVleSvqzoIH-fhrXKRDOJJZ/view?usp=sharing


Structured Literacy Steering Committee

Reading 
Interventions

Early 
Screening

Curriculum 
and 

Instruction

Structured Literacy Sub-Committee

Accommodations Professional 
Assessment   



WRDSB Vision- Equitable Outcomes For All

In response from the 
WRDSB, we are 
implementing a multi- year 
Reading Instruction plan 
based on a Structured 
Literacy Approach to 
support student learning 
and build the capacity of 
educators and 
administrators across our 
system. 



What forms of PD are you using and what has worked 
the best? 

Boards and teachers also reported challenges with 
job-embedded professional development. They said that the 
province’s approach to professional learning has shifted away 
from comprehensive, ongoing, in-person professional 
development. The inquiry heard that lack of funding and release 
time from teaching has hampered job-embedded professional 
learning.



How have you been able to encourage educators to 
change their thinking and classroom practice? 

READING 
RESOURCE 
TEACHERS 

(RRTs)

38 SCHOOLS

   

26 SCHOOLS

Wraparound



WRDSB System Initiatives
● Elementary Literacy Google Group → Join Today
● Shifting the Balance Book Club/D2L Course
● Early Reading D2L Course
● Sound Wall D2L Course
● Kilpatrick D2L Course
● French Phonological Awareness/Phonics/Sound Wall D2L Course
● Pratique Phonemique: Phonemic Awareness
● I Can Read in French: Phonics
● Engaging Strategies in the FSL Classroom D2L Course
● Heggerty D2L Course
● Differentiated Literacy Instruction for Grades 4 & 5 Book Club/D2L 

Course
● UFLI D2L Course
● Literacy Learning Series (session recordings and notes)
● Kindergarten Reaffirmed Website
● Diagnostic Assessments for Phonological Awareness and Phonics
● Understanding a Universal Screener
● Acadience Resource Folder



How is your senior team supporting this change in 

practice? 

Recommendations 131-137: The OHRC recommends 
that the Ministry and boards set standards and ensure 
consistency, monitoring and accountability in the 
education system generally, and for students with 
disabilities and other code-protected identities.



Structured Literacy Steering Committee

Reading 
Interventions

Early 
Screening

Curriculum 
and 

Instruction
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Recommendation #40:  School boards should immediately begin 
implementing measures/resources/programs/guides/training to provide 
mandatory explicit, systematic and direct instruction in foundational 
word-reading skills including phonemic awareness, phonics, decoding and 
word study, while awaiting a revised Kindergarten Program and Grades 1–8 
Language curriculum. 

These measures/resources/guides/training can continue to be used to 
support delivery of a revised Kindergarten Program and Grades 1–8 
Language curriculum once they are released.

How have you selected resources and programs to 

support evidence-based instruction and what are they?



Professional Learning Resources

http://www.mylexia.com


The OHRC recommends the Ministry work with an external 
expert or experts to revise Ontario’s Kindergarten Program, 
Language curriculum and related instructional guides to 
remove use of cueing systems for word reading and instead 
require mandatory explicit, systematic and direct instruction 
in foundational word-reading skills [Recommendations 27 to 
30]

What are you doing with resources that are no longer 

relevant? 



Reading at Home



Have your tiered interventions changed for students 

who struggle? 

Recommendation #70: School boards should immediately stop 
using reading interventions that do not have a strong evidence 
base or are based on the three-cueing approach for students 
who struggle with word reading. These programs should not be 
used for students who struggle with word reading, and students 
at risk for or identified or diagnosed with reading disabilities or 
dyslexia.



What data do you collect and how are you using it? 



Is it working?    

With science-based approaches to reading instruction, early 
screening and intervention, we would expect to see only about 
5% of students still below grade-level expectations on 
word-reading accuracy and fluency. 



Is it working?   



Have your tiered interventions changed for students 

who struggle? 

Recommendation #70: School boards should immediately stop 
using reading interventions that do not have a strong evidence 
base or are based on the three-cueing approach for students 
who struggle with word reading. These programs should not be 
used for students who struggle with word reading, and students 
at risk for or identified or diagnosed with reading disabilities or 
dyslexia.



What are your next steps? 

Our education system has a responsibility and a legal duty 
under the Ontario Human Rights Code to remove any 
barriers that limit students’ opportunities to learn and 
succeed. The findings and recommendations in this report 
are a matter of overall equity in education.



What advice do you have for DSBs as they embark on 

this journey? 



Resources Michael Heggerty

Wiley Blevins 

Anita L. Archer   

Louisa Moats 

Emily Hanford  
Sold a Story 



Thank you!

bobbie_chatha@wrdsb.ca

karyn.bruneel@bgcdsb.org

Martin@ldao.ca
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