
Orthographic Mapping

Letter
(grapheme)

Sound
(phoneme)

Meaning

Word is viewed 
on a page bed Sheep Each sound is transcribed

as proper grapheme(s)

When a student 
is able to 
automatically 
recognize a printed 
word and access 
its pronunciation 
and meaning this 
word has been 
“orthographically 
mapped”

Identify the sounds 
represented by each letter 

(grapheme-phoneme 
correspondence — GPC)

Blend sounds to get
pronunciation 

of the word

Compare to what is
in lexicon to

retrieve meaning

/b/ /�/ /d/

“bed”

�����������

“sheep”

Word segmented
into individual sound

Pronunciation of 
word is found in lexicon

Student chooses 
word to spell or is

asked to spell a
particular word


